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ABSTRACT 

Existence of good and evil side by side is extremely necessary for the existence of the World and that is why 
providence has created both good and evil along side. The purpose of this article is to manifest that existence of 
both good and evil is extremely necessary for the World to continue. The methodology adopted is purely dialectic. 
The limitations were researching into other postulates of jurists as the research in hand was insight ful and purely 
based on dialectic methods. Such a research to authors’ knowledge in such terms has not been under taken before. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Good and evil as perceivable to human reason are important to the existence of the world. This research 
will delve into the issue to prove the point that providence created good and evil in the interest of the 
world we live in. Limitations of the research included studying other scholars due to narrow scale of the 
research and purely insightful approach. The objective of this research is to prove the importance of 
both good and evil as a pair.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
In our world, we come across two kinds of acts or doings, which we simply categorize as good and evil. 
Both good and evil are inseparable, moreover, will not be able to exist without each other (Nietzsche, 

2017) If one closely looks at the definition of good and evil as we define them, these definitions are totally 
dependent on each other. Evil defines good and what is good elaborates evil. There is no good or evil in 
this world if the opposite of it is not clearly explicated (Davis, The Rationality of Plato's Theory of Good 
and Evil). Telling a lie is an evil or bad thing to do because of the concept of truth and as truth is 
considered virtuous and good. Lying becomes evil the moment truth and its goodness is introduced in 
the picture. So good and evil are something fundamental to each other without separation.  
 
 The world with only good in it or the world having only evil in it cannot survive or cannot sustain for 
long and will eventually fade away like a dying star (Mackie on the problem of evil 2006) to support 
what I have just said, I will use dialectic methods and prove my point of view as stated. 
 
Let us suppose, we are living in a world having only good in it and totally free from the grip of the evil. 
Now the world having only good in it and no evil means that every act done in the world will be good or 
in more illuminative way we can say that each and every act of all the individuals will fulfill the criteria 
for being good. Explaining good we can say that, in broad spectrum, every act is considered good and 
not evil if that very act does not bring any harm to any living thing either directly or indirectly. So if we 
apply this rule in our world at root level then it backs fires for humans at the outset because we humans 
at the very root level owe our lives to plants and animals on which we feed. When world is supposed 
having good in it only then we cannot hunt in order to find food for ourselves and we cannot cut down 
trees to be used for different purposes because both ways bring harm to living things. As in the first case 
it is the animals, which are harmed, and in the second instance it is the plants. So if principles based on 
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goodness as assumed are applied only in our world then the survival of human race is difficult or even 
impossible. But here it can be said that humans can survive without eating or hunting animals for foods 
and cutting down of trees for using as shelter and other important things. Even though it cannot be 
neglected that definitely the lives of humans will face some difficulties in such a scenario but they will 
be able to survive in the world conceived having good in it only. We can get our food from plants by 
cultivating it and we can build our shelters from stones and bricks and other alternatives instead of 
using woods in it. 
 
This way we do not need to hunt down animals for food and to cut down trees for other purposes thus 
good in this way as explicated above will sustain in the world.To counter this argument, it can be very 
easily argued that the alternatives for the things and acts we have mentioned before can be found in 
modern times only.  When we talk about the world having good in it only, we are talking about the world 
which has only good in it from the very beginning and not just in present times. If that is the case then 
we have to begin our inquiry from the very inception of things because that would be an appropriate 
thing to do. So starting from the very beginning, human race started to walk on the turf when it came 
into existence. Here we do not want to talk about how human race came into existence at first because 
it is not desired to start another argument of totally different nature. In the beginning, the human race 
was extremely vulnerable to many kind of things, such as, predators, climate, food scarcity, injuries, 
decease and so on. Our ancestors were entirely dependent on animals and up-to very less extent on 
plants for their food. Here a question can be put forward as to why humans were less dependent on 
plants for their food as in today’s world plants makeup about 75 to 80% of human food. 
 
In the past, human race was first of all not aware of different kind of plant species which were edible 
and beside that the first humans intentionally neglected plant food and preferred animal’s flesh as a 
primary food source for them. They preferred meat as primary food because meat contains high level of 
protein and carbohydrates diet which at that time was very necessary for survival because their lives 
were very much rough, hard and tough. Humans were unable to fulfill their bodily needs from the plant 
food at inception of human history. Second thing which pushed humans to prefer meat over the plant 
food is that to hunt down an animal is comparatively an easy task then wandering all day in the forest 
with dangers confronting on all sides and looking for plant food. 
 
On the other hand hunting does not require that much time and that much exposure to danger as 
compared to collecting plant food. Thirdly, any kind of meat was good for them and was edible but in 
case of plants that was not the case. Besides, there were a lot of plant fruits which were poisonous and 
consequently dangerous for humans. One more thing which tilted the human nature more toward 
hunting was the skin (leather) of the animals they used to hunt down. They used leather as protective 
covering for their bodies from cold weather and climate. 
 
The first humans used plants for burning fire in the night times. This fire was used for multi purposes 
such as, for cooking meat, for production of heat and as a safety from animals because the predators 
were afraid of fire and also used as a craft for defense and to build shelters from it. 
Now, if we apply the principles of goodness as assumed from the very beginning then human will not be 
able to hunt for food and other things as we have mentioned above and besides they will also not be able 
to cut down trees and plants. Resultantly, the human race will perish at the very inception. If we apply 
the very rule of goodness on other animals then we can easily say that they will meet the same fate as 
the human race. 
 
A lion born with only good in it will abstain from killing other animals to fulfill its food requirements 
and will very soon perish. Same will be the case with every other carnivore in such a scenario of 
goodness. In case of herbivores they will also stop to feed by the grass and other plants and trees if 
principle of goodness as stated is applied. Now, if we apply the same principle to plants, the question 
arises what will happen? When human race and other animals perish from the earth then there will be 
no one to produce carbon dioxide for the plants, moreover, if animals cease to exist then there will be 
no nutrients to be used by plants after such deaths of animals and humans. It is a well-known fact that 
without carbon dioxide and nutrients plants cannot survive and as a result the plants will soon face the 
brink of extinction and will disappear in the abyss just like a dead star vanishes inside a black hole. 
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As a result, it can be encompassed that the whole ecosystem will collapse and the world will come to an 
end, at least for humans. The reason will be the application of principles of goodness only in the world 
and not pairing it with the evil. Pairing the good with evil is an important thing to do if we want to this 
world to function properly (Mackie on the problem of evil 2006). 
 
 If we look around us in the world, almost everything has its counterpart with it or we may say in a loose 
sense that there is a pair for everything. Looking at a magnet, a magnet always has two poles in it i.e. 
North Pole and the other South Pole. If we remove one pole from the magnet then will magnet remain a 
magnet or function as a magnet?  As far as our comprehension goes on the matter, a magnet when losses 
one of its poles becomes just an ordinary metal and losses its unique nature and thus we can say that it 
is devoid of its properties and consequently destroyed. A human male cannot survive without pairing 
with a human female for a long time, a positive charge is nothing without a negative charge, matter is 
nothing without anti-matter, and an electron is nothing without neutron and so on. 
 
One can also raise a question that when applying good and evil principles in this world, we only need to 
apply the same on humans and not on living things at large because from religious perspective good and 
evil are restricted for human race’s only. It can be further argued from a religious perspective that 
animals, plants and everything in this universe is for the benefit of human race and humans are using 
same to the effect. 
 
The believer of the science can also put forward a point that the whole world is an ecosystem in which 
there is a hierarchy and a food chain which connect each and every thing. Accordingly, feeding on each 
other of different species is a normal and natural behavior and we should not look at it as good or bad 
but we should look at all this from the point of view of necessity which requires fulfilling. Therefore, we 
should not be applying the good principles at the very basic root level of our system but only in human 
societies. 
 
Now, we will try to give an example of world having good in it only for a human society and not for any 
other kind of living things. Aristotle said that human is a social animal and it cannot live in solitude. Even 
if it wants to, his nature does not allow it. Now, if we look at any human society we will be able to find 
many kind of people in it with diverse backgrounds. There will be rich people, poor people, traders, 
farmers and so on. We also know that in every society there are some people who do not have penny to 
spend and are dependent on the society totally for everything. If there is only good in the society then it 
means that people of the society will treat everyone equally and with good manners and will be willing 
to help in any way necessary. 
 
These among all others are the things which principles of goodness will tell us to do in our supposed 
world of goodness without any malice or evil as bad is supposed not the part of our supposed world of 
goodness. Thus, the people will look after the paupers and beggars, moreover, will fulfill any kind of 
needs for them. If we look at this situation, the beggars and paupers are in total benefit and other people 
are in loss or suffering. It is so as other people on daily basis go through hardships to earn their living 
but in case of paupers and beggars, that is not the case. They freely wander all the day in the streets of a 
city with all their time for leisure. There is no evil or bad principle in the society, thus, the paupers will 
not be dishonored or misbehaved by anyone and without any scorn and disdain. Scorn and contempt of 
the society pushes people to work hard and find food and shelter and other necessities for oneself. 
Without the requisite scorn from society, many people will start to stop working and will be encouraged 
to become a pauper and lead their life in comfort. Thus, soon the numbers of pauper will increase and 
the graph of the working people will fall down. Thus, the machinery of the whole society will collapse. 
 
Now, if we want to look at the world having evil in it only, then I do not think that much explanation will 
be needed to settle my point that this world will not sustain for long in such a scenario too. We all know 
that if we have a world with purely evil then each and every one will end up killing each other for some 
evil end and thus eventually the whole human race will perish because of its’ own evil intentions and 
doings. 
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In the end, we would like to say that good and evil are not exactly the things as and ponder we think of 
them. Good is not good in itself but it has some evilness in it too. Moreover, in case of evil, it is not 
absolutely and purely evil by nature but it has some goodness in it too. Now the question arises as to 
how good have some evil in it and evil has some good in it. 
 
Good is good only up-to some extent, but if it increases from a certain limit as presumably supposed in 
the above situation then it destroy the society and thus its evil surfaces and that is why it has been said 
that good has some evil in it too. Now in the case of evil, when evil is present along with good in the 
society, it always confines the good in certain limits and thus protects the world from the evilness of the 
absolute good and that is why it was said that evil has some goodness in it. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Good and evil as derivable from human conscience and reason are inseparable and sine qua non for the 
world we live in. Without the pairing of good and evil the world we live in would be in extreme chaos 
and eventually fade like a star eaten up by a black hole.  Both good and evil act as counter balancing 
forces and valuable to our existence therefore, created as a blessing by providence for the human race. 
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